
From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Monday, February 27, 2017 9:54 PM 
To: FINTestimony 
Cc: blawaiianlvr@icloud.com 
Subject: Submitted testimony for HB1378 on Mar 1, 2017 11:00AM 
 

HB1378 
Submitted on: 2/27/2017 
Testimony for FIN on Mar 1, 2017 11:00AM in Conference Room 308 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

De MONT R. D. 
CONNER 

Ho'omana Pono, LLC. Support Yes 

 
 
Comments: We continue to STRONGLY SUPPORT this bill. However, we also want to 
make it clear that, on a personal note & as Advocates for native Hawaiians, especially 
those penetrating hat live in the Nanakuli Homestead, WE DO NOT SUPPORT ANY 
MEASURE THAT WOULD REQUIRE native Hawaiians to give up their homestead lots 
to build a road that connects Helelua to Nanakuli Avenue, nor do we support the 
building of a road that allows traffic through the Nanakuli Homestead. We are in total 
support for the Mauka Hwy that runs BEHIND the Nanakuli Homestead. Pursuant to 
neighborhood board meetings & Ahupua`a O Nanakuli Homestead meetings, it was 
made VERY CLEAR BY THE NAONE, IOANE & LOPES Ohana that live on the other 
side of the Helelua path, that they reject out right any attempt to have a road come 
through or along side their Homestead lots. As native Hawaiian Advocates, we must 
stand by our Lahui on this crucial point. Mahalo. 
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Monday, February 27, 2017 11:12 PM 
To: FINTestimony 
Cc: hawaiifishingfanatic@gmail.com 
Subject: *Submitted testimony for HB1378 on Mar 1, 2017 11:00AM* 
 

HB1378 
Submitted on: 2/27/2017 
Testimony for FIN on Mar 1, 2017 11:00AM in Conference Room 308 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Don Aweau Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Monday, February 27, 2017 7:40 PM 
To: FINTestimony 
Cc: mindyolvera@gmail.com 
Subject: *Submitted testimony for HB1378 on Mar 1, 2017 11:00AM* 
 

HB1378 
Submitted on: 2/27/2017 
Testimony for FIN on Mar 1, 2017 11:00AM in Conference Room 308 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Melinda Buck Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



Date: February 9, 2017 

To: Chair and Vice Chair 

From: Stacey Marcellino resident of Waianae, student of UH Manoa 

Re: HB 1378 Support Rep. Cedric Gates 

Aloha! Thank you for hearing this Measure today. There have been many 

discussions and  a great deal of attention focused on our community and issues with 

alleviating  traffic for the residents on the Leeward Coast. As a resident of the Leeward 

Coast for more than 30 years and a current student of the University of Hawaii at Manoa 

I have experienced first hand issues related with traffic during my commute in and out of 

the Leeward Coast. Implementing a solution that could relieve traffic issues in and out of 

the Leeward Coast would highly benefit residents as well as families who reside on the 

Leeward Coast. Executing a resolution for the current traffic issues that many of the 

residents here on the  Leeward Coast would also improve the quality of life, and there 

would be less time spent traveling and more time spent with family. 

Having more time with family is beneficial for the entire family unit.  As a parent I 

will be able to contribute more of my time as a parent with my children. This would also 

allow me more time with nurturing their education as well as mine own. The lost time 

that I spend in traffic also results in less educational time for all of us. As a current 

student of UH Manoa and a full time employee I value the time I have in completing my 

assignments and assisting my children with their assignments as well due to such a 

busy schedule.  Reducing the amount spent in traffic would allow myself and others 

more time to spend with our families.The more time  spent together, the better chance 

we will  have of sharing quality experiences. I also want to stress that children will 

benefit by being able to spend more one on one time with their loved ones. Spending 

time with all family members  will allow a sense of  balance within a family which is also 

very important for all members within the family. There is also another reason for 

allowing another accessible route into the Leeward Coast and this reason would be to 

allow families in as timely manner due to traffic congestions to reach their loved ones in 

the case of an emergency disaster,flood, and or tsunami. 

The fact that there is more cars that utilize Farrington highway would also mean 

that there should be infrastructure that will accommodate the cars traveling and utilizing 



the roads. I highly support this Bill and would appreciate the time to implement the 

proper infrastructure for the residents and families here on the Leeward Coast. I also 

want to take the time, and thank you for allowing me to share my perspective in regards 

to Bill HB 1378. I look forward to favorable action on HB 1378. Mahalo  
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finance8 - Joy

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Tuesday, February 28, 2017 10:25 PM
To: FINTestimony
Cc: creighton.higa@icloud.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for HB1378 on Mar 1, 2017 11:00AM

HB1378
Submitted on: 2/28/2017
Testimony for FIN on Mar 1, 2017 11:00AM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
C. Pono Higa Individual Comments Only No

Comments: The concerns for needed transportation relief shared by residents of the Waianae coast
have been exhausted and exacerbated for far too long. The question of needing an alternative means
of transportation to service the Waianae coast is no longer uncertain. The people of West Oahu need
resolve. It comes down to identifying a possible solution, funding its plan, design, and construction. I
am in support of the intent of HB1378 HD1 Section 2.(a) “the department of transportation shall
develop plans for construction of secondary access roads to serve as alternative routes to Farrington
highway for travel within, into, and out of the Waianae district of Oahu. Plans shall include route
maps, timelines for implementation, measures to avoid or mitigate disruption of access to currently
available routes, and any other information the department deems necessary.” However, I feel its
intent is being met by an existing State of Hawaii Department of Transportation (HDOT) project
proposal, “Farrington Highway (Route 93) Corridor Study,” in reference to the department’s Request
for Proposal (RFP) Scope of Work Information document published November 30, 2016. Similar
language relating to the plight of Waianae coast transportation issues, study objectives, and
outcomes is shared both in the RFP as well as HB1378. Although, the RFP does not wait until the
year 2030 to begin such plans. In fact, per the Oahu Metropolitan Planning Organization’s
(OahuMPO) Draft Transportation Improvement Program 2015-2018 Revision #15, the “Farrington
Highway (Route 93) Corridor Study” intends to encumber a total of $500,000, of which will comprise
80 percent federal funds and 20 percent local funds within FFY 2017. Reference: 1. State of Hawaii
Department of Transportation Request for Proposal Scope of Work Information,
http://spo3.hawaii.gov/notices/notices/none-1/getfile?filename=scope-of-work-farrington-highway-
corridor-study.pdf 2. Oahu Metropolitan Planning Organization Draft Transportation Improvement
Program 2015-2018 Revision #15, http://www.oahumpo.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/01/15-18-TIP-
Revision-15-FHWA.pdf

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: Michael Rice <michaelirice@outlook.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 1, 2017 2:40 AM
To: FINTestimony
Subject: HB 1378 Testimony From Michael Rice.

To whom it may concern:

The purpose of this email is to testify in support of HB #1378 as well as offer some suggestions or at least ideas
for it to come about. I am Michael Rice and I have been a lifelong resident of Makaha and access to the rest of
the island is a major issue for myself and others. We (residents of the Waianae Coast) have been held hostage
by downed telephone poles, motor vehicle accidents, roaming livestock, poorly timed traffic lights, traffic in
general, and even on one occasion, an actual hostage situation (Jan 2000).  The response to remedy this
situation has been lackluster at best, and an example of gross incompetence at worst.  We have been given an
'emergency bypass road' that is closed in vital stretches and by the time something has been deemed an
emergency and someone is sent to unlock the gates, the situation has usually resolved itself or has gotten so
bad that it's too late to be of any help. And perhaps worst of all is that one part of this Emergency Bypass road
is a mere 20 feet away from the main road of Farrington Highway, lower in elevation and therefore more
susceptible to flooding, and if the Hostage Situation of Jan 2000 were to happen today, would also be blocked
off by the incident.

My First suggestion is that the Bypass road be kept open 24/7 and maintained as a normal road.  I understand
there is some issue with this because at least one stretch of the bypass is located on private property.

My Second suggestion is that another series of roads be built connecting main avenues and roads together.  It
is possible to get from Old Government Road in Waianae valley to Hakimo Road in Nanakuli (and points
between) via several 'back roads', however most of the 'problems' happen past Hakimo road heading Town
Bound.  A road could be built from Hakimo Road to Lualualei Naval Road behind the residential areas.  I see
two possible roads that could be improved and extended (Kanahale Road and Kaukai Road) and the exit near
the south-western end of the PVT Land Company Landfill.  The next road would then connect Lualualei Naval
Road to either Haleakala Ave. or Nanakuli Ave.  Unfortunately I see no easy solution to this as there are
several residential areas and a mountain blocking easy access.  The existing bypass road connects Lualualei
Naval Road to Helelua Place/Street, but I see no 'easy' way to connect Helelua Street to Haleakala
Ave.  However should a solution be found I think it would help ease everyday traffic along Farrington Highway
(another route to the Nanakuli Schools) as well as provide an alternate route.

My Third suggestion is that the State work with the US Army and Navy to repair and reopen Kolekole Pass to
the general public.  Pre-9/11 the pass was considered a shortcut to get to central Oahu from Leeward.  The
pass was closed on 9/11 for security reasons, and from my understanding the road itself has been left to
degrade and is no longer safe for even Military Off Road Vehicles to use.  I do understand that there are still
security issues as the VLF transmitters are a major communication's array for the Navy, and Kolekole road
itself is lined with storage bunkers, and the issue of Base Access itself as the pass connect s a Navy Base with an
Army Base.
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My Fourth suggestion is of course the main reason behind HB1378, and that is building of a secondary road to
serve the Waianae Coast.  I have 3 ideas about this.
1) An underground 'Expressway' running underneath Farrington Highway running from near the Board of
Water Supply yard at Ma'ili point, to what is labeled as 'Keone'Oio Gulch' near the HECO power plant. I think a
simple 2-3 lane road (One North-bound, One South-bound, and a 'third' lane for emergency use) would
suffice.  A utility tunnel could be built at the same time to relocate water mains, sewer pipes, ect that would
be displaced by the Expressway.  The same tunnel would also allow workers easier access to repair said
utilities with no or at least a reduced need to dig up the road.
2) A 'Skyway' running over Farrington Highway, similar to how the H1 passes over Nimitz Highway.  More or
less the route would be the same as stated above.
3) A series of tunnels or an overland route through the mountains, connecting either an extension of Nanakuli
Ave (a main connection to Lualualei Naval Road and other connection roads mentioned above would be
required) or Lualualei Naval Road (a Tunnel would more than likely be necessary in this route as well as some
connections mentioned above).  This highway would go through the Nanakuli Forest Reserve, over or through
Akupu/Palikea Ridge, and most reasonably would connect with Kualakai Parkway and the H1.  This route
would allow drivers a more scenic route in and out of Nanakuli and access to the Waianae Coast.

While I had hoped to deliver this testimony in person I don't think that will be possible.  Please excuse any
errors as I am doing this while unable to sleep (thus why I'm emailing this at 3 in the morning).

Respectfully
Michael Rice
Resident of the Waianae Coast



       DAVID Y. IGE 

          GOVERNOR 

 
 

Testimony by: 

FORD N. FUCHIGAMI 

DIRECTOR 

 

Deputy Directors 

JADE T. BUTAY 

ROSS M. HIGASHI 

EDWIN H. SNIFFEN 

DARRELL T. YOUNG 

 

 

 

STATE OF HAWAII 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

869 PUNCHBOWL STREET 
HONOLULU, HAWAII 96813-5097 

                IN REPLY REFER TO: 

  

 

 

March 1, 2017 
11:00 a.m. 

State Capitol, Room 308 
. 

H.B. 1378, H.D. 1 
RELATING TO HIGHWAYS 

 
House Committee on Transportation 

 

The Department of Transportation (DOT) supports the intent of the bill.  However, we 
feel this bill is unnecessary.  
 
The DOT is currently in the procurement phase to conduct a corridor study of the 
Nanakuli, Maili, Waianae, and Makaha corridor.  The scope of the study is to assess 
and provide recommendations to provide a second access into and out of the area, 
reducing congestion, increasing capacity, and improving safety.  The study will also 
consider the following modes of transportation: freight, vehicular, transit, bike and 
pedestrian modes.  
 
The DOT recommends this corridor study be completed for the purpose to leverage 
federal funds for the proposed projects identified in the study.  The corridor study is 
estimated to take two years to complete.   
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony.  
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